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LADY LAURANA. 


ob have, perhaps, by public > 
report, my friend, heard that Lady 

Jane 1s depoſed, and Mary acknow- = 3 
ledged Queen of England.  . 4 
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Tour friendly heart will feel for our 
diſtreſs, and the ill- ſucceſs of that ex- 
3 cellent Lady, who yet would return to 
private life, with the higheſt ſatis- 
faction, might ſne hope that Mary's 
fears would permit her conſidera- 


E tion of her as no conſequence. She 
. has, indeed, profeſſed to pardon 
WM both Lady Jane and her Lord, as 


well as the Duke of Suffolk; but 
I diſtruſt much that it will be re- 


voked again, as they are not per- 


mitted to quit the Tower. 

5 = 7 3 F 

EE: The Duke of Northumber- 
land has ſuffered for his ambition, 
and with him two others, Who) 


her great popularity, in puniſhing no 
more on this occaſion. 


a ſorrow, which the other. N : 2 


1 
1 . . * 
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were principals in the party, 
but no others nearly related to 


us, 


The Queen's lenity has gained 


Lord Guildford, who was pol-- 2 
ſeſſed of the higheſt filial affectionn, 
mourns inceſſantly for his father's | 1 
violent death, and his affectionate 
wife ſhares his grief — they are | >, 4 
actuated but by one foul——and 
it is impoſſible for either to ee! 


not of. 
B 2 | 
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As ſoon as Mary arrived at the 
gates of the Tower, the Duke of 
Suffolk immediately opened them to 
her, and was the firſt to acknow- 
ledge her his rightful Sovereign. 
Mortifying, indeed, was this to him, 
who was compelled to it by neceſ- | 
fity, as he knew of Northumber- 


land's defeat. * 


But when Lady Jane received 
the haughty Mary, and laid her 
crown at her feet, with that ſweet 
humility, equally free from mean- 
neſs or fear, Mary ſeemed ſtruck 
$ with the greatneſs of her manner; 
her eyes were diſarmed, for a mo- 
ment, of that fierce anger, which 


flaſhed 
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flaſhed from them at her entrance; 
and filled with a ſentiment of ad- 


miration, mixed with envy, that 
vice of little minds, which cannot 
yield an intire and unpolluted tri- 
bute of praiſe to virtue, ſhe affected 
to treat her as a poor deluded 
child, the object only of her con- 
tempt, and beneath hes anger. 


On Mary's. entrance into the 
Tower, ſhe alſo enquired what pri- 
ſoners of ſtate were there, and de- 
manded to ſee them; they preſented 
themſelves to. her, and ſhe pardoned 
them all; among the reſt the Duke 
of Norfolk and Courtney. 


B 3 Mary 
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Mary was exceedingly ftruck with 
the perſon of the latter, and though 
unacquainted with the manners and 
ceremonies of the court, the eaſe 
and dignity that are natural to 
him, ſhe thought far preferable to 
the artful addreſs of the courtier. 


* 


She immediately reinſtated Nor- 
folk and him into their honours 
and eſtates, and created Couftney 
Earl of Deyonſhire.— No noble- 
man about the court is at preſent 
in ſuch high favor with the Queen, 
and all the ladies of it; he has 
began to apply himſelf to learn 
thoſe accompliſhments, and active 
exerciſes, which his long captivity 

: has 
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has withheld from him the means 
of acquiring. 


It 1s imagined, by ſome people, 
that the Queen is ſtrongly attached 
to him; and, as his rank 1s noble, 

and he is an Engliſhman, it is 
thought, ſhe will contrive that an 
alliance with him ſhall be rome 
to the people. 


And now, my fair friend, you 


fort yourſelf, and do not deſpair ; 
I am certain he will never marry 
the Queen. He has privately viſited 
us ſeveral times; he has informed 


us of every thing doing 1 court, 
and 


tremble for your lover; yet com- 
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and declares that he could not, 
without the greateſt averſion, con- 
fider Mary in the light of a wife, 
was he not engaged to you by 
every tie of honor and affection. 


He ſpeaks highly of the Princeſs 
as a friend, who poſſeſſes eminent 
virtues and merit, but ſays, he ſhall 
never ceaſe to love his Laurana, in 
preference to all the women he 
ever ſaw; though he acknowledges, 
that he fears the Queen will never 
permit him to marry you. He en- 
treats me to renew to you his vows 
of eternal conſtancy. He ſays, he 
ſhall rejoice if the Queen will ap- 
point him any foreign ſervice, which 

| 6 
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may enable him to ſee you again, 
but he fears the will not ſuffer him 
to quit the kingdom. 


He would requeſt your return to 
England, but that he ſhould be 
fearful of your ſafety, if the Queen, 
by any means, . diſcovered your con- 
nection: this has hitherto- prevented 
his writing to you; but he ſays, he 
will now write to you himſelf, and 
incloſe his letter in mine. You may 
now, therefore, correſpond through 
this medium; for to own the truth, 
Mary does really love the Earl, 


and her temper is ſuſpicious to a 


great degree. . 


I am 
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Jam rejoiced to find, by the 
return of your conductor, that your 
voyage was agreeable, and that you 
are ſettled in a convent at Flo- 
rence, which you knew ſomething 
of,—1 am impatient for a more 
particular account of your health, 
and enjoyment of ſome ſhare of 
tranquility, 

Adieu, 


ANNE GRE. 
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LETTER XX. 


LADY LAURANGA 
T 0 
LADY ANNE GREY. 
— — 
I PROMISED you, my dear Lady 
Anne, in the ſhort letter which I. 
writ you, by the perſon ſent to- 
conduct me to this convent, a 


longer one very ſoon, though I 
have not yet received one from you.. 


a circumſtance, which is a very 
plealing 


FS 
+ AAVERELE Fo 


I will proceed to inform you of 
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pleaſing one to me; it is, that I 51 
have found a couſin in the convent 
I am in. Heaven ſurely directed 
N 


parents joſt to me by death, torn 


— . — ot oO 


| me here ifor conſolation ! 


by a cruel neceſſity from that lover, 


and thoſe dear, and newly acquired 
friends, I poſſeſſed in the queen 
and yourſelf, my fate ſgemed pecu- 


liarly cruel during my voyage. 


Tour excellent Lady Jane had 
reſtored to me the patrimony of 
my parents, ſo that I obtained a 
friendly reception from the abbeſs, 
from whom I concealed my real 
name; but for ſome time, my hears 
was ready to break, from the con- 


ſideration 


[ 
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ſidetation of the hapleſs I 
loſt, and the lonely, and. com 


leſs ſituation J was in. — My Wind 
too enlightened, to reliſh the duli 
and ſuperſtitious routine of a con- 


vent life; the cold and formal pray- 
ers, ſo frequently offered by the 
lips, whilſt the heart is abſent and 


unaffected dilguſted by the male- 


volent paſſions, and petty competi- 
tions, and all the unintereſting 


events of the nunnery, as well as 


the mean and artful methods which 


they took, to induce me to aſſume 


the veil. 


1 moſt earneſtly wiſhed, at times, 


that I had taken a lodging in Eng- 


land, 
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land; but perfectly convinced how 
dangerous, and diſagreeable, my un- 


F protected ftate would have been, 
utterly ignorant as I am of the 
world, I was reſtrained by this con- 
ſideration from returning. 


My mind was in this diſguſted 
ſituation, when one day, a nun, 
| who had always been inclined. to 
ſhew me every proof of friendſhip, 
and whoſe pleaſing perſon and man- 


ner attratted my regard, obſerving 


a picture on my bracelet, which 

” was that of my father, ſuddenly 
Pecame pale as death, trembled, 
and was ready to faint: I had re- 
marked her attention to the picture, 
and. 
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and much atarmed at the emotion 
it was the occaſion of, flew. to 
aſſiſt her, and when a little re- 
turned to herſelf, at my earneſt. 


requeſt, ſhe told me that the pic- 
ture I wore, was that' of an uncle 


extremely dear to her, but whoſe 


ſeverity had cauſed her great and 


heavy afflictions. 


© You are then my couſin,” ſaid 
I, tranſported with delight, © how 
happy am I to find ſo near a re- 
lation in a perſon, for whom I felt 
a peculiar partiality 1 1 ſhall now 
find my ſituation leſs painful to 
me! — How long is it ſince 1 have 
known the ſweet pleaſure of family 


connections! 


- — we. — —- 4 4 


which I am an entire ſtranger, 
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connections! Refuſe me not your 
love, my dear couſin, though my 
father did treat you ſeverely; and 


repoſe ſo much confidence in me, 


as to make me acquainted with my 


family affairs and connections, to 
8 * 


* - 


« Is it poſſible, my dear, that % 
you are not acquainted with the 
reaſon of your father's quitting Flo- 
rence! — But you ſhall hear my ſad | 


and affecting ſtory at preſent, 


however, you muſt excuſe it; my 


ſpirits are overcome with the ſur- 


Prize, pain, and joy which I re- 


ceived at the fight of the picture, 
and 
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and the - certainty that the wearer 


of it is my couſin, 


« Yes, my dear Laurana, you 


do poſſeſs my ſincereſt affection; 
my heart was alſo attracted to you 
from the firſt moment you entered 


the convent; greatly was 1 charmed 
with your perſon and manners, and 


affected at your dejection of ſpirits. 
I often tried to account to my- 


ſelf, for my irreſiſtible prepoſſeſſion 
in your favor, but could not do 


it; but I now diſcern it to be the 


effect of natural ſympathy, that | 


your happineſs intereſted me, as 
much as if you had been a iter, 
though you were ſo lately a ftran- 

Vor. II, C ger 
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ger to me. May a firm and 
laſting friendſhip unite us, and ren- 
der this abode of melancholy gloom: 
more pleaſing to us both.” 


My couſin, who goes by the 


name of ſiſter Clara, is about 


twenty-eight; her perſon a femi- 


nine likeneſs of my father, but a 


much greater ſweetneſs diffuſed over 


her countenance ; her complexion is 
clear, but pale; and her eyes lan- 
guidly beautiful; her whole form 


elegant and intereſting, though wrapt 


up in the dreſs of a nun. She has 


worn the veil nearly ten years, and 


is univerſally beloved by all the 
deſerving part of the convent, 


The 
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The next day, ſhe came into my 
room, and told me, that ſhe would 
relate to me the events of her life, 
which, with many interruptions from 
her feelings, ſhe did as follows: 


«. Your father, my dear Laurana, 
was the only ſurviving one of many 
brothers which mine had, and, at 
his deceaſe, which I was too young 
to remember any thing of, he put 
my fortune and myſelf into his 


| guardianſhip, who had net then 


| been long married. I was treated 


by both your father and mother, 
with great tenderneſs; had every 
proper advantage of education, and 

2 C2 | grew 
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grew up exceedingly happy under their- 


protection. 


When I was about ſeventeen, I] was 
one evening walking with my go- 
yerneſs by the water-ſide, and was 
accoſted by ſome fellows in a+ boat, 
that was rowing by me, in a very | 
licentious manner, though they wore 

the dreſs of gentlemen, I was im- 
mediately retiring, when one of them. 
jumped out, and was attempting to 
ſeize me, and place me in the boat; 


when a gentleman, who had been 


ſitting on a bench, with a book in 
his hand, ſuddenly. flew to my aſs 
ſiſtance, and reſcued me in a mo- = 
ment from the ruffian, by ſtriking 
| him 


3 
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im down with a ſtick which he 
held, and, before any of the others 
had power to go to his aſſiſtance, 
carried me off. 


A ſervice. ſo ſignal, gave the 
young man a genteel reception with 
my uncle and aunt, and made no 
ſmall impreſſion on my young heart, 
which had never before felt 13 
tender paſſion. 


ww 
— 


He was received as a welcome 
gueſt whenever he viſited us, and 
ſoon found means of informing and I 
perſuading me of his violent ar» 
tachment, , and obtained the return 
he wiſhed for; yet it was a long 
"AY Ly: time 
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time, however, - before he would ſpeak 
himſelf to my uncle, or allow me to 
mention our mutual affection to my 


aunt. 


He ſaid, as his family was of 
much higher rank than our's, he 
was certain his father would never 
conſent to the alliance, nor in that 
caſe, could I ſuppoſe, my friends 
would permit him to viſit me; that, 
therefore, if I did not think to be 
ſeparated for ever. from him, we 
muſt be filent, and conceal our con- 
nection. | 


After ſome time, I was ſought 
in marriage by a conſiderable no- 
bleman, 


— 
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bleman, whom 1 rules; at which 

my uncle was exceedingly enraged, 

and inſiſted on my recalling my re- 

fuſal, and marrying him. . He was, 

indeed, in point of perſon, fortune, 

and character, unexceptionable, had 

I not unhappily been pre- engaged; 

but this alſo 1 refuſed to do: for I 
though I always confidered my unele 
as another father, I did not think 4 
his authority extended ſo far, as to 
controul my inclinations, in an affair 

where the happineſs of my life was 
concerned. 


Fired to an extreme degree at 
this oppoſition to his will, he ac- 
I "- : a 
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cuſed me of carrying on an in- 
trigue with the Count de R. 


I was ſo much irritated at this 
accuſation,” that, I believe, 1 faid 
ſome provoking things on the ſub- 
ject. 1 was conſcious of his ho- 
nor, and my own virtue, and could 
not ſupport the idea of being ſuf. - 
pected * of. | the contrary, and, per- 
haps, ſaid more than I ought. 


My uncle went immediately to 
the Count's father, and acquainted 
him with what he ſuſpected of our 
mutual attachment; not that I think 
he believed, nor certainly would he 
have inſinuated to him, that our 


COn- 


— 


connection was a diſhonorable one; 
but that there was any connection, 
was enough for the enraged father 


of the Count; whoſe pride was ex- 


treme, and who | had the moſt ambi- 


tious views for his ſon. 


He immediately ſent for him into 


his preſence; accuſed him of this 


affair, and told him, chat unleſs he 
would conſent to give it inſtantly 


up, by the ſame hour the next 


evening. he vould inſiſt on his 
taking the habit, and would make 
bis brother bis ſole heir. a 


1 
FI 


" The Gin was chunder-ſtruck.; at 


this communication, though. it. was 
what 
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what he had every reaſon to ex- 
pet from his father,” ſhould he 
be informed of his attachment. 


He remonſtrated all in his power, 
and reſpectfully intreated his haughty 
father to ſee the object. of his af- 
fection, but all in vain; neither the 
rank nor fortune was equal; and 
choſe were the only things worthy 
of eſtimation in his eyes. 


He could not ſee me that even- 
ing, and, therefore, wrote to intreat 
my conſent to the only thing that 
could poſſibly ſoften his father in 
my favor, who, he was perſuaded, 
when he knew it was irretrievable, 
"LP would 
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would become reconciled to the al- 
liance: a private marriage was what 
he propoſed, but he forbore to ſay 


what his father had threatened him 


His eloquence was all- prevailing 
with me, though I have, a thouſand 
times - ſince, condemned my con- 
duct. I met him early the next 
morning, and fat off with him to 
ſome diſtance from Florence, where ® | 
we could be privately married. 


By ſome means, or other, our 


route was traced, and the enraged 

father of my lover purſued us, ac- 

companied by my unele, and the 
ceremony 


£3 
—_ 
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ceremony was juſt. finiſhed; when 


. * 
they entered the chureh in which 
we were. | | 


Claps of thunder, and the ele- 
ments in the utmoſt fury, could 
not have appaled us ſo much as 
this intruſion. My lover knew his 
doom. His father forced him from 
me; but I became inſenſible, by 
violent faintings, and could not be 
removed for many hours; fits ſuc- 
ceeding each other with violence, 
threatened to tear the agonized ſoul 
from its feeble tenement. 

At length, I was conducted home, 
and threatened to be. put into a 


convent, 


** N 
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conyent, if I did not conceal this 
contract of marriage, which they 1 
both pretended to believe was not 
concluded when they arrived, and 
conſent the next day to liſten to the 
gentleman whom my uncle had de- 


figned for me. 


My ſoul turned with horror from 
this propoſal, and I refuſed to quit 
my apartment, where 1 ſpent a week 


in an agony, which language, the moſt. 
expreſſive would fail in deſcribing, 


At the end of that time I received 
a letter from my huſband, faying, 
that, after a deal of threatening and 


perſuaſion, his father had diſinherited 
him, 
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him, and turned him from his houſe; 
4 but that he had a ſmall eſtate, which 
1 he could not rob him of, being a 
legacy left him by a friend. That 
this little annuity, with me, would be 
riches to him, if I would condeſcend 
to fly with him to Geneva, or ſome 
cheap place, where we might live on 


it, with frugality, in felicitz. 


; That he had impowered his friend, 
- in whoſe hands it was, to remit to 
u the income of it quarterly; that 
4 8 225 For. his part, he ſhould regret no- 
N 5 : thing & but my being reduced to 
5 r= = poverty, and denied thoſe elegancies 
Ei which I had been accuſtomed to. 


Tranſported 


— 
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T ranſported with joy at this let- 


ter, I inſtamtly packed up what 


clothes I could, and all my jewels, 
and ſent them, in ſmall parcels, by 
my woman, who had been my con- 


fident, and was reſolved to ſhare my 


deſtiny, by attending me in ”y 
flight, 


We left the houſe in the evening: 


my huſband met us, and we tra- 


velled inceſſantly till we thought 


ourſelves out of danger of a ſecond © 
purſuir, before we ventured to take :5g 
any reſt or refreſhment. 1 5 


We arrived ſafely at Geneva, found 
out a beautiful little cottage, | near the 
lake, where we ſettled, and found 

that 


that ſincere happineſs, which can only 
be enjoyed in the married ſtate, 
where love and friendſhip | inter- 
mingle their garlands. The only alloy 
to it, which 1 felt, was the conſide- 
ration that my huſband had forfeited 
his father's bleſſing and inherirance, 
which obliged him to worſe accom- 
modations than his high birth had 
| accuſtomed him to. 


After fome time had expired, g 
however, I obſerved that my huſ- 
band became thoughtful and melan- 
choly. He was frequently ſubject 
to an abſence of thought in conver- 


fation, and no longer enjoyed his uſual 
amuſcments, 
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My heart, fond of him to diſ- 
truction, took the alarm, nor would 
I permit him to reſt, till J had ob- 
tained 'the cauſe of his uneaſineſs, 
which aroſe from his having offended 
his father, and forfeited his favor 
and bleſſing. | 


He faid, he did not regard his 
being cut off from his inheritance, 
but he could not ſupport the idea 
of his father's dying, and leaving him 
with his curſe on his head; and he 
longed to go and throw himſelf at 
his feet, and, if poſſible, get this im- 
precation recalled, or otherwiſe could 
enjoy no peace, though otherwiſe as 
bleſt as man could be. 


61 Vor. II. D I did 
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I did not oppoſe his journey, and 
he left me. O fatal hour when I 
permitted him to do it! but to fee 
him miſerable !——him for whom I 
would have gladly ſacrificed my own 
exiſtance ! it was not in nature, 
A moſt mournful farewell did we 


take of each other, 


I wanted to accompany him, but 
he would not ſuffer it, and he went 
attended only by his faithful valet. 


An age of time I thought had 


paſſed before I heard any intelli- 
gence of or from him, and when I 
did hear from him, it was the happy 
tidings, that his father was reconciled 

to 
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:to him, and approved of his choice; 
aud that the bearer of this letter was 
to convey me to Florence. 


You may imagine that my joy 
was without bounds. But I muſt 
purſue my huſband's footſteps for a | 
while, and paſs over my own feel- LES 


ings. 


His journey was a gloomy one, 
full of apprehenſions, though with- 
out ſhrinking for a moment from his 


purpoſe. 


He arrived at his father's houſe, 
and demanded to ſee him. 
He was introduced to a man whoſe * 

D2 vindiftive 


„ 


Ps 
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indictive rage, and offended pride, 
ere painted in every feature of his 
ce. 


He accoſted him in the humbleſt 
manner on his knees, and implored 
him to pardon a ſon, who had never 
before wilfullv offended him; who 
was impelled, by a fatal attachment, 
to diſobey him, but could enjoy no 
happineſs while under a father's in- 


terdiction. 


Unſoftened by all his prayers and 


remonſtrances, his features relin- 
quiſhed nothing of their angry ex- 
preſſion, but rather became more in- 
flamed. | 


He 
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He told him, he had no other al- 
ternative for him now, but to take 


* 


religious orders; and he would be 


confined in the houſe that night, 
and the next day ſent to the convent. 
That if he complied with this his 
fixed determination, and diſcovered 
ſuitable penitence, perhaps he might 
one day forgive him. 


He was taken forcibly from his 
father's preſence, like a convict, and 
conducted to his apartment, where, 
the next day, a monk was ſent to 
him, and endeavoured to perſuade 


him to make his peace with his fa- 


ther, and conſent to enter into reli- 


gious orders, | 
D 3 But 
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But all his endeavours to that ef- 
fect being vain, the artful prieſt took 


another method to prevail on him : 


He went to him a few hours after, 
with great appearance of joy and 
friendſhip in his countenance, and 
told him, his father would con- 
ſent to ſee his wife; and if he ap- 


proved of her converſation and be- 


haviour, he would be reconciled. to 
him and the alliance. 


My huſband, rejoiced almoſt to 
diſtraction, and totally off his guard, 
ſaid, he would ſet out immediately 
for Geneva and fetch her. 


5 «And. 


— 
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« And is ſhe really ſo far 
off as Geneva ?? ſaid the monk. 
The Count | fatisfied him with the 
greateſt minuteneſs where ſhe was, 
and the monk told him, that he 
would haſten and inform his father 
where his wife reſided, who would, 
he doubted not, ſend for her im- 
mediately. The Count was eagerly 
urging his own departure for that 
purpoſe, but the monk was out of | 
the room in an inſtant. 


He immediately went and com- 


municated to the Count's father, the | 
artifice he had uſed, to obtain the 
knowledge of my abode. « And 
now, Seignior,” ſaid he, © you may 

either 


| P 
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either ſend for her and confine her, 


and thus ſcparate them for ever; 


or, you may threaten him with 


whatever you pleaſe, to obtain of 
your ſon, his conſent to become a 


monk. 


The father was delighted with 
this ſcheme, and thought, at all 
events, he ought to ſecure me in 
his power, and therefore ſent for 
me; ordering his ſon to write to 
me, and to adviſe me to enter into 
a convent for a little while, till 
my uncle alſo could be talked to, 
and perſuaded to be reconciled. to 
Me. 


Thus, 
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Thus, you ſee my huſband him- 
ſelf aſſiſted to throw: me into. their 
ſnares; but, incapable himſelf - of 
ſuch villainy, he little ſuſpected his 
father could be guilty of it. 


As to myſelf, my huſband's hand- 
writing left me without any doubt 
on my mind. I ſettled my little 
affairs, and ſat out with- the higheſt 
ſatisfaction; yet, I left my neat little 
cottage with regret, where I had 
enjoyed ſo much real felicity. I 
was ſafely conducted to the convent; 
where I hourly waited; with the 
urmoſt impatience, to. ſee again my 
huſband... | 


The 
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The Duke, ſatisfied that he had 
me in ſafety, never thought of ſee- 
ing me, or concerning himſelf any 
more about me, only to order the 
ſuperior, not to admit any viſitors 
to me, but what came from him- < 


ſelf, 


The Duke, and his vile agent, 
then purſued their ſcheme, acquaint- | 
ing the poor deluded fon, that all 
he had ſaid, was to get his pre- 
tended wife into his power; and 
that now he expected that he would 
obey him, and determine on a con- 
ventual life, for that -he never again 4 
would ſee his miſtreſs; and if he 

did 
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did not conſent, her ſituation would: 
be far from agreeable. 


Irritated by violent contending; 
paſſions; filled with all the rage 
that could animate a human. breaſt,. 
at this. injurious. treatment; and 
feeling the utmoſt contempt for- 
that ſlate of life, which produced 
ſuch a willain as the monk, he 
gave vent to all. the indignation it 
- Inſpired him with, in the moſt fu- 
rious and unreſtrained language ; 
then, ſnatching up his ſword, which 
he ſaw at the farther end of the 
room, on a chair, he plunged it 
through his body, with that haſte 
and violence, that he fell down be- 

fore 
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fore his perſecutors had time to fly 
and prevent him. | 


The monk haſtily quitted the 
apartment: the haughty Duke, as 
if ſtruck through the heart with 
- remorſe, ſtood immoyeably fixed to 
the place, till my huſband, in a 
faint voice, earneſtly requeſted that 
he might be permitted to ſee his 
wife before he died. 


Rouſed by this requeſt, he bid 
his ſervant, who was in the room, 
to go and conduct me to him, and 
alſo to order a ſurgeon immediate- 
ly, who ſoon came, but found it 


was too late to do any thing for | 
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his recovery, the wound being un- 
doubtedly mortal, 


Overwhelmed with horror and 
diſtreſs, I received -this dreadful in- 
telligence, at the very moment when 
expected to ſee my dear huſband 
enter, full of tranſport and felicity: 
but the ſight of the man, dear to me 
as my life, weltering in his blood; 
firuck by his own raſh hand, and 
about to quit me for ever, was a 
hght too dreadful to ſupport, and 
the recollection affects me too much 


to enlarge on it. 


He died the next day, penitent, 
and full of remorſe for his precipi- 
tation. 


The 
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The unhappy father bitterly re- 
pented of his cruelty. He ſent for 
my uncle, and offered to ſettle what- 


ever he thought proper on me, and 


to conſider me as his daughter. 


But T reſolutely refuſed b f 


offered bounty, and perſiſted in 


taking the veil, and ending my days, 
which J hoped would not be long, 


in this convent. 


My uncle deeply felt this melan- 
choly ſcene, and regretted, with ex- 


treme ſorrow and ſelf-condemnation, 


the part he had in its promotion, 
by obliging me to quit his houſe, 
to avoid a hatred alliance. 


Be 


4 


F 
1 
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A 
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ate which ſuited, and would, in any 
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He entreated me to return to his 
houſe with him, and promiſed, I 
believe with great fincerity, that he 


would contribute every thing in his 
power to reſtore my ſpirits, and render 
me happy. 


I told him, there was no happi- 
neſs for me on earth, and a life of 
religious retirement was .the only 


reſpect, ſooth my grief. ; 


— 


I ſoon after returned to my con- 
vent, and, at the end of my noviciate, 
took the veil, in the preſence of my 
relations. 


My 


geance from Heaven on himſelf and 


1 
1 


ſuffer in his ſight. 
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My uncle regretting ſo much, even 


to the laſt, my reſolution, that he was 


diſguſted with Florence, and went 
to reſide in England; to which he 
was ſtill farther induced, by the hor- 
rid ſituation of my huſband's father, 
whoſe diſtraction of mind was of the 


moſt dreadful nature, uttering ven- 


the monk, whom he never after would 


* 1 * 
»” 
* 


My huſband was his favorite ſon, 
and he had always treated him with 
oreat affection; but his pride of 
birth, his ſon's. oppoſition to his 
will, and to the ſchemes he had been 
for many years planning to aggran- 

dize 


— 
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dize him, all cruſhed at once, by his 
marriage with me, ſo overcame pa- 
rental tenderneſs, and wounded his 
haughty ſpirit, that he felt no con- 
cern for his happineſs, and ſought 
nothing but to hide him in the ob- 
ſcurity of a convent, that he might 
transfer all his lofty ſchemes to his 
brother. 


But the fatal end of his unhappy 
ſon diſſipated his ambitious views, 
mortified his pride, and awoke his 
ſoul to all a father's tenderneſs; and 
the remorſe conſequent to his cruelty 
to a ſon ſo amiable, ſhook his rea- 
ſon, and deſtroyed his intellects, for 
he never again recovered them, but 

Vol. II. 5 death, 
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death, a few years after, diſſolved 
his worn-out frame, and his freed. 
ſoul entered into the preſence of - his, 


= 


Maker. 


It was a long time before I re- 
covered my tranquility, or could 
raiſe my wiſhes and views beyond 
this frail mortality, though I had 
nothing to attract me to it, nothing 
to engage my affections. The paſt, 
not the future, poſſeſſed my thoughts, 
tied me down to vain regret and diſ- 
content; and, alas, how far is this 
from that diſpoſition which conſtitutes 
a real devotee, 


1 have 


— 


LADY JANE GREY. 59 


1 have, however, for ſome years 
paſt, been tolerably compoſed; but 
ſhall I own, my Laurana, that the ſight 
of you, and the picture of my uncle, 
has brought to my too lively recol- 


lection the paſt events of my life, 
and renewed my ſad regrets. Nor 


has this relation of them to you 
tended, in a ſmall degree, to this 
end. 


Ah! would Heaven be pleaſed = 
conclude my tireſome warfare, and. 
place me above the reach of. reſt- 


leſs diſcontent and uſeleſs regrets, 


You have the world before vou 


you are again to put out to ſea, and 


L 2 ſtruggle 
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ſtruggle with the. billows of life. 
Ought I not to. rejoice, that I am in 
a ſecure haven, and have only the 


acquiſition of patience and reſigna- 
tion to attain for a little, a very 


little time, when I ſhall only have 
the narrow gulph of death to croſs, - 
and then be happy for ever. 


My couſin finiſned her ſtory with 
tears, which had frequently inter- 
rupted her in her narration, and mine 
flowed plentifully in ſympathy with 
her. You will not, I am certain, 
refuſe her your compaſſion and 
eſteem. 


I muſt 
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1 muſt now cloſe this long letter; 
may I ſoon receive your's. I am 
atixious to hear what is become of 
the Earl of Devonſhire, as I have 
not yet heard from him. Adieu. 
May all happineſs attend my dear 
Lady Anne and her friends, 


LavRana pt M—, 


P. S. I have received your's, and 


am ſhocked and 
grieved at their contents. The de- 


the Earl's letters 


poſition of Lady Jane, the death 
of the Duke of Northumberland, 
and the danger of all your friends 


concerned in her party.——O, what 
ſhall I. ſay to conſole you? Let us 
hope that Heaven will not -permit 
E''q i: ſuch 
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ſuch virtue as Lady Jane's to ſuffer; 
and yet is virtue an exemption from 
Alas, no. 


= ſuffering on earth ? 
How many fatal proofs have J had 
of that? I cannot deny that I trem- 
ble alſo for my Courtney. 'Impa- 
tiently ſhall I wait for your letters, 
Do not fail to write me by every 


poſſible conveyance, Farewell. 


LETTER 


od 
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LETTIA9 XxX 


LADY ANNE 


LADY LAURANA. 


——C — — 


{ AM exceedingly glad, . mv dear. 
friend, that you have mine and the 
Earl's letters, both, as the proofs 
of his conſtancy have given relief to 
the anxieties of your mind, in ſome 
degree, and becauſe we were yery 


fearful that they had been- inter- — 
cepted BE 


* 
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cepted by the Queen, whoſe jealouſy 
cauſes her to ſet ſpies on all his 


actions. 


Her hatred to the Lady Eliza- 

beth increaſes daily, and the friends 
of that Princeſs are- apprehenſive a 
that her life is in danger. She has 
cauſed overtures of marriage to be 
made to Devonfhire, who has re- 
jected them in a manner, as little 
offenſive to the Queen's pride and 
love as poſſible; yet ſhe is highly 
enraged with him, though her pride 
will not ſuffer her to diſcover her 
diſappointment publicly; and, I 
think, the Earl had beſt quit the 
| kingdom as ſoon as poſſible. 


He 


- 


LADY JANE GREY. Gr 


He has recovered his health, but 
a look of dejection hangs over his 
blooming countenance, which he 
takes evident pains to conceal. He 
is become particularly expert in. all 
the manly exerciſes of youth, and 
experiences a ſtill greater degree of 
pleaſure in them, from his having 
been ſo many years deprived of 
them. Yet thoſe years of confine» 
ment was not loſs time to him, but 
were diligently applied to the cul- 
tivation of his mind, of his pa- 
tience, fortitude, habits». of reflec- 
tion, and philoſophy, and convinced x 
him of the vanity of greatneſs and 
ambitionz though of a faith con- 
trary to my own, J have the cha- 

: rity. 
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rity to believe him beloved by hea- 
ven; and as for him, he has tos 
much liberality of mind to be a 
bigot, and deſpiſes ſincerely Mary's 
ignorance and blind zeal. 


1 think, that to abjure a felis 
gion, let it be what it will, in 
which your conſcience ſtill acqui- 
eſces, is a meanneſs that 1 ſhould 
ſcorn myſelf, or any of my friends 
for doing; but, if thoſe friends 
thought me in error, and perſuaded 
me to hear arguments on the other 
ſide, I would not ſhut my ears to 
conviction, but uſe every method, 
by. the reaſon which God hath given 
me, to diſcern the truth, ? 


I would 
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I would not have the Scriptures 
of truth concealed from me in a 
language I did not underſtand, but 
with them in my hand, I would 
pray for enlightened' grace to un- 
derſtand them aright. Thus, it is 
my opinion, we ſhall either be pre- 
ſerved from error, or (provided our 
lives are virtuous) our errors will 


be harmleſs, 


But not ſo the Queen; ſhe has 
refuſed to hear any arguments in 
favor of the reformation ; ſhe has 
aboliſhed the laws of Edward, and. 
reſtored the Romiſh religion, which 
laſt, as a Catholick, you will be 
pleaſed at; but when 1 tell Jou, 

that 


| 
| 
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A, that the has began a cruel perſe- 


cution, and that many biſhops, and 
even many of our ſex, have ſealed 


their teſtimony to the belief of the 


Proteſtant faith with their blood! 
will not your getitle nature revolt 
at the horrid idea? Will prejudices, 
imbibed in infancy, ſo totally watp 
the natural ſenſibility of your tem- 
per, as to occaſion no feelings, of 


deteſtation for a perſecuting ſpirit 


and pity for the noble ſufferers? 


Ah! my friend, you have under- 


gone an irkfome captivity for your 


own faith, and from Proteſtants too. 
How injurious to any cauſe, perſe- 
cution wherever found, How con- 


trary 


F 


— 
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trary to the genius of true religion. 
— Can that be truth, which fear 
exacts from the profeſſing lip? Can 
perſecution work conviction in the 
heart? Or frail men imagine they 
can perform the work of God ? 


I am very glad you have found 
a near relation, and amiable friend, 
in your ſolitude, my dear Laurana. 
Her ſtory is, indeed, a melancholy 
one way ſhe find every conſo- 
lation that is in the power of reli- 
gion to give her. 


Lord Guildford is more recon- 
ciled to his father's fate; and all 
my dear friends begin again ſo far 

to 
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to recover their uſual tranquility, 


as to reaſſume their uſual employ- 


ments and ſtudies; as the Queen 
has releaſed them, and permitted 
them to return to their habitation 
in town: but the inſtability of the 
times, and the gloomy proſpects 
which we have before us, have led 
us rather to fix on thoſe ſtudies, 
which will invigorate our minds 
with fortitude and true philoſophy, 
to encounter whatever trials may be 


appointed us. 


From the life and ſufferings of 
the 'divine founder of our faith, and 


his faithful martyrs, and the noble 
leſſons imparted to us by them, in 


that 


\ 


\ 
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that treaſury of divine knowledge 
witheld from you by mercenary. 
prieſts; by theſe we have” the moſt 
effectual inſtructions in fortitude: 
greatly do I fear, that we ſhall 
need all the aids they can give us. 
——Alas! Mary, whoſe reſentments 
are implacable, has not ſpared my 
young friends, I fear, but from po- 


tical reaſons. : 


Forgive me, my friend, the me- 
lancholy letters I write you: how 
pleaſing and delightful would be 
the preſent ſcene before me, might 


hope their happineſs would con- 
tinue. 


Beloved 


3 — F 
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Beloved and affectionate parents, 
in the Duke and Ducheſs of Suf- 
folk. A married pair, inſpired with 
all the tender aſſiduity and ardour 
of lovers, in Lord Guildford and 


Lady Jane: while your friend loſes 


almoſt the thoughts of her own 


concerns, in contemplating their fe- 


licity and dreading a reverſe. They 
have, however, an allay to their 
comfort, in the illneſs of Lady Ca- 
therine, who is ill at S——, as 
her weakneſs will not permit her 


to travel. 


haye not yet quitted them, but 
my father wiſhes for ſome ſhare of 


my company, and I. cannot be ſo 
loſt 


— 
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| Joſt to the duty and affection I owe 
him, as not to attend him. 


I am, with ſincere regard, dear 
Lady Laurana, 85 


Your 


ANNE GREY, 


; r LETTER 
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LETTER XXII. 


FROM LADY A. GREY - | 
T O 
LADY LAURANA. 


OO ————_ — 


AGAIN is this unhappy king- 


dom torn to pieces by a civil war. 


he Queen is about to form a 


Spaniſh alliance: the people are in- 


cenſed at it, as Don Philip is a 


foreigner and a Catholick, and Bard 


been induced to take up arms: in many 
different 


— 
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different counties are they ſhedding 
each other's blood with the utmoſt 
violence, — How prophetic my fears, 
that we ſhould not long enjoy the 
peaceful domeſtic pleaſures which 'I 


deſcribed to you in my laſt letter. 


The Duke of Suffolk has quitted 
us for ſome days paſt: we have a 
thouſand apprehenſions, leſt he ſhould 
be perſuaded to join the inſurgents. 
The Ducheſs has ſent meſſengers * 
every where, but cannot hear any 
tidings of him, where he uſually 


reſorted. 


| 1 . 
Both Lady Jane, and her Lord, 
moſt ſincerely wiſh their father to 
F 2 forbear 
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forbear all purſuits of ambition, by 
which his family have ſuffered ſo 
much: he is not formed for them: 
in domeſtic life he is truly amiable; 
there he ſhines in every character; 
but he has never yet done ſo in a 


public one. We all, with the greateſt 
impatience, wait the return of the 
meſſengers. 3 


Since I wrote the above, the Earl 
of Devonſhire has been here, and 
has confirmed our fears; informing 
us, that the Duke has indeed been 
prevailed on to join the male- con- 
tents. As ſoon as he heard of it, 
he flew to acquaint us with it, and 
prepare us for what might be the 


event. 


— 
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event, I cannot deſcribe to you the | 
grief of this family, and our ſuſ- 
pence is almoſt intolerable. 


Lord Guildford is very deſirous | 
of joining his father-in-law, but we 
all, with the greateſt earneſtneſt, in- 
treat he will not, My father and 
uncle are with him, I find, which 
diſtracts me with a thouſand fears 
for their ſafety, 


J will not conclude this letter, 
till I have further information; God 
grant it may be fortunate. Adieu. 


F 3 CONTI= 


BY 
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CONTINUATIZN., 


Ah, my friend! new fcenes. of 
horror are preparing for us. My 
filence has been. a long one, and 
the viciſſitudes numerous, which have 
filled up the time ſince I began this 
letter. The conſequent alarm, and 
anxious ſuſpence in which it has 
kept my mind, would not permit 
me to finiſh it. 


The Duke of Norfolk is taken, 
in endeavouring to raiſe the people 


of Warwick and Leiceſter, where. 


his intereſt lay. He was purſued 
at the head of three hundred horſe, 
obliged to diſperſe - his followers, 

| and 


— 
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and fly to conceal himſelf; but his 
concealment was ſoon diſcovered, 
and he was carried priſoner to Lon- 


don. BY 


As the Duke was encouraged to 
join the rebels by their promiſes to 
reſtore Lady Jane, if they ſueceeded, 


to the throne, you may imagine that 


* 


the Queen's reſentment is highly ir- 
ritated againſt him and his family. 
The other male-contents are alſo 
ſubdued ; and Sir Thomas Wiat, the 
principal inſtigator of the rebellion, 
is condemned and executed. ' Four 
hundred perſons are ſaid to have 
ſuffered in this inſurrection, and as 
many more were pardoned by the 


Queen, 
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Queen, to whom they were con- 
ducted with ropes about their necks. 


I have no hope remaining, that 
either the Duke of Suffolk, or his 
children, will be ſpared; and this 
afflicted, though innocent family, are 
now waiting, with painful ſuſpence, 
the fate of their huſband and fa- 
ther, and their own.—1 alſo dread 
left my father ſhould ſhare the 
ſame unhappy fate. I flew to en- 
quire for him, but found he was 
not yet taken,—O, that he may 
eſcape |! 


And now, my dear Lady Lau- 
rana, prepare your heart; you have 
need 


— 
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need alſo of fortitude, if you love 
the Earl of Devonſhire: 'the vindic- 
tive Queen has again ſent him into 
confinement, though perfectly inno- 
cent of the crime with which he is 


charged. 


On the examination of Wiat, he 


had accuſed the Lady Elizabeth, 
and the Earl of Devonſhire, as ac- 


complices ; but on the ſcaffold, ac- 
quitted them, before the people, of 
having any ſhare in his rebellion. 
However, on his firſt accuſation of 
them, Mary immediately had her 
ſiſter arreſted, under a ftrong guard, 
and ſent to the Tower; here, how-= 
ever, ſhe did not ſtay long; the 

dying 


82 ADY JANE GREY. 
dying declaration of Wiat, oblige 
the Queen to releaſe her: but ſhe 
foon after found a pretence to im- 
priſon her again, and ſent her to 
Woodſtock; and alſo confined the 


Earl, though equally innocent, in 


Fotheringay Calle. — What havock 
does human paſſion cauſe in the 
world, unguided by wiſdom and 


virtue! 


I will write to you again, if 1 
am able to do ſo, when the cup 
of fate is filled. ——I cannot afford 
you any conſolation at preſent, my 


friend; horrible 1mages of death 


preſent themſelves continually before 
my eyes. | 


How 


4 F . 
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How earneſtly do 1 pray for the 

| fortitude of Lady Jane, — How do 
I] admire. her noble. fteady mind, 

riſing with a divine radiance, above 

the thick cloud of fate which hovers 

around her. -— When will it break ! 


When will the thunder burſt from 
it, which thus opprefſes us with its 
intolerable weight !—O God! pre- 


pare us for the event! 


ANNE GREY, k2 


- LETTER 
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LETTER XXII. 


TO AND FROM THE SAME, | 


| O MY Laurana! the hour of fate 


approaches: the Queen has ſent to 
demand her priſoners, under a ſtrong 
guard. 


When the Conſtable of the Tower 
was introduced to Lady Jane, and 
declared his commiſſion, ſhe re- 

ceived it with a ſmiling and pla- 


5 


#1 
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cid countenance, profeſſed her rea- 
dineſs to obey the Queen, and 
be conveyed wherever -her majeſty 
thought proper ; ſhe only aſked an 
hour to prepare herſelf, which Was 
complied with. : 


When we were alone in her 
apartment, ſhe committed to my 
charge all her private letters, and 
copies of her own to me; and 
other papers, which ſhe had not 
time to deſtroy, and did not chuſe 
to have ſerzed and expoſed. I then 
intreated her to permit me to at- 
tend and remain with her in the 
Tower, but not all my perſuaſions 
could prevail on her to ſuffer it; 

« Stay 
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« Stay and confole my dear mo- 
ther,” ſhe ſaid, & you will both be 
allowed to viſit me again; till then, 
my dear Lady Anne, adieu. Pray 


for your unfortunate Jane.” 


I ſaw them depart, with the moſt 
heart- felt agony of grief, mixed with 
admiration; but my thoughts were 
called away from my .own ſorrows 
to thoſe of the Ducheſs, who was 
diſtracted with her grief for many 
hours; 1 thought ſhe would never 
recover her ſenſes. —Alas! how little 
conſolation can I afford her, who 
am myſelf inconſolable! 


©: EDN 


Sleep 
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Sleep having, however, compoſed | | 
the mind of this unfortunate , mo- 

ther; we went the next day to viſit 
our excellent young friends, and 
their miſgvided father; who was 
filled with the moſt ſevere* remorfe 
for his late conduct, which had in- 
volved thoſe moſt dear to him in 
his puniſhment. 


To deſcribe the affecting inter- 
view is Impoſſible; nor that noble 
fortitude diſplayed in the charming 
Lady Jane; which does not conſiſt 
in a ſtoical apathy of mind, but, 
though poſſeſſed of all the feminine 
delicacy and ſenſibility of her ſex, - 
towards her parents, huſband, and 


friends, 
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friends, a ſteady faith, and hope in 


| Heaven, ſupports her ſoul, and en- 


ables her to view impriſonment, and 
even the proſpect of death, in her 
own perſon, without terror; and to 
poſſiſs compoſure enough to con- 
ſole, exhort, and animate her friends 
to follow her example, and confirm 


themſelves in her principles. 


The Ducheſs and myſelf were 
not permitted to continue in the 
Tower, but have liberty to viſit 
them every day; which we owe to 
the compaſſion of . the Conſtable of 


the Tower, who ſeems quite ſtruck 


and awed by her appearance and 
behaviour. ke 


O, my 


— 
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O, my friend! you know this 
beſt of women. You have ſeen - 
her when elevated to the higheſt 
rank; you then admired her humi- 
lity and affability: how would you 
now admire her noble and what- 
fected picty! her indifference to 
life! her tenderneſs to her friends! 
and that ſweet conſolation, which 
ſhe affords to her poor father, bent 
down beneath his grief and regrets ! 


Lord Guildford. ſeems to have 
quite forgot all thought or ſolictude 
about himſelf, and his own approach- 
ing fate; all his anxieties, all his 
attentions, all his grief, is on the 
account of his almoſt adored wife: 
Vol. I I. G | he 
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he ſeems ſometimes almoſt diſtracted 
with the idea of her misfortunes, 
and probably, untimely end. 


Ah! .how cruel muſt the Queen 
diſcover herſelf, if ſhe can ever 
ſign the mandate' for their death! 
——But cruel and inhuman ſhe has 
OG herſelf, and 1 cannot de- 
ceive myſelf with the hope, that ſhe 
will forgive them: the thought 
ſickens my ſoul with horror,— 
Alas! perhaps before 1 write to you 


again, they may be no more! 


ANNE GREY. 


LETTER. 


- of 
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LETTER XXIV, 


«S 
« 


—— ;. —ꝛ ͤ 
TO AND FROM THE SAME. 


— —— 


Tam juſt returned from the Tower, 
and find my friends have res 
ceived a meſſage from the Queen, 
intimating, that if they will re- 
nounce the Proteſtant religion, and 
embrace the Romiſh faith, ſhe will 
grant them a full pardon. This, 
without the leaſt heſitation, they 
abſolutely refuſed to comply with. 

G 2 They 
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They ſaid, that they were ready 
to ſuffer death when: ver it was the 
Queen's pleaſure to inflict it; as it 
was only an entrance into a hap- 
pier life, and would put them into 
poſſeſſion of the martyr's crown; 
but that they would never receive 
their pardon on a condition ſo un- 
worthy and baſe, as that of giving 
up the purity of their principles to 


obtain it. 


The Queen again ſe..* prieſts, to 
endeavour to convert them, being 
unwilling, ſhe ſaid, that two young 
people ſo amiable ſhould be loft to 
falvation by their obſtinacy ; but 1 
think it is more JOE, that ſhe 
wanted 


Pa 1 
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vanted to render herſelf popular, by 
an apparent lenity; but her pious 
labours were all in vain: no tem- 
poral hopes, or fears, can ſhake the 
ſteady ſouls of Lord Guildford and 
Lady Jane. Nor can I wiſh them 
to comply, heart-rending as it is, 
to loſe and ſurvive them: I may, 
indeed, ſhare the ſame fate: we 
know not how far a furious zeal 


will carry the bigotted Mary. 


God grant I may not render my- 
ſelf unworthy of ſuch noble friends, 


by a mean renunciation of the true 


religion. 


How many bright ex- 


amples are at preſent, almoſt daily 
G 3 diſplayed, 
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diſplayed, of patient conſtancy, ' i 
ſuffering for the truth. 


Mary's cruelties have ſcarcely "a 
parallel; and the pleaſure with which 
ſhe even gluts her own eyes; with 
the ſight of thoſe noble martyrs 
ſufferings, betrays the natural bar- 


barity: of .her diſpoſition. Surely; 


for the ſcourge of this. kingdom, 
was ſuch a mind placed in a fe- 
male form; and that female deſ- 
tined by Providence to be Queen of 
England, | 


Mary has granted but three days 
reprieve to my dear young friends; 
Who have defended their religious 


G nets 


— 
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tenets: by all the uſual arguments; 
but they were all thrown away, on 
blind and unfeeling zealots, and 


mercenary prieſts, 


Lady Jane has had the equani- 
mity of mind to fit down and write 
to Lady Catherine, who is ſtill ill, 
a- I:tter in Greek, in which ſhe ex- 
horted her to maintain, in every 
fortune, the like ſteady perſeve- 
rance; ſending her with it, a copy 
of the Scriptures in that tongue. 


I was commiſſioned to convey to 
her this letter; bur cannot ex- 


prels how WO and deeply it 
affected 
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affected me, while writing to. her, 
to reflect that ſhe will ſee her no 
more! that, in three days, we ſhall 
loſe for ever, in this world, that 
amiable pair, by a violent and un- 
timely death! that thoſe beautiful 
perſons, ſo beloved and admired 
by all who know them, are deſ- 
tined to be deſtroyed! blaſted in 
their full bloom! 


How awful are the diſpenſations 
of Providence How ſhall I ſup- 
port the dreaded hour of ſepara- 
tion! How ſubmit, as I ought, to 
loſe the friend of my youth! dear 


to me as another ſelf; beloved and 
cheriſhed 


— 
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cheriſhed beyond any thing on 


earth Cruel doom! Fatal am- 


bition ! — How dearly purchaſed 
are thy honors ?-m— can write no 


more ! 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXV, 


LADY JANE GREY. 


T 0 


x LADY CATHERINE GRE x. 


— ——— — 


THE laſt awful ſcene, my ever dear 
Catherine approaches !—Pray for the 
conſtancy of your ſiſter pray that 
| ſhe may never loſe ſight of the 
glorious crown awaiting her in the 


preſence of her Redeemer |l—— 


That ſhe may not be induced by 
| weaknels 


— 
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weakneſs or fear, in the laſt trying 
moment, to accept of the Queen's 
offers of pardon, at the price of her 


immortal hopes. 


What is this life, ſo full of woe 
and viciſſitude, that we ſhould pur- 
chaſe it, or any of its enjoyments, 
by aught that is baſe and un- 


worthy ? 


Adhere, my Catherine, to the prac- 
tice of virtue, and may thy ſiſter 
be enabled, by her example, to ani- 
mate thee to perſevere ſteadily in thy 
holy faith, to the lateſt moment of 
thy exiſtence. | | 


May 
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May the preſent I ſend thee, in a 
fill more forcible manner, excite thy 
foul to conſtancy in that divine reli- 
gion, in defence of which ſo many 
ſaints and martyrs have reſigned their 
lives. 


You will trace in many places of 
this ſacred book, the well-known 
writing of your Jane. May the re- 
marks which ſhe has at different 
times noted in it, be of uſe to you, 
to ſtrengthen your faith and hope; 
and when your ſiſter is laid low and 
ſilent in the duſt, may ſhe yet aſſiſt 
and guide you by her precepts, 


1 have | 
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I have been ſummoning up all my 
fortitude, to ſupport the much dreaded 
ſeparation from friends ſo dear to 
me! affectionate parents! an amia- 
ble and beloved huſband, whoſe 


grief and tenderneſs melts my very 


ſoul! and a ſiſter and couſin, dear 


to my heart! 


My father's grief and remorſe alſo 
penetrates my ſoul moſt ſenſibly. 
have been endeavouring to reaſon 


with them. I have uſed that beſt of 


all arguments, fully convincing and 


* R 4 2 
, Ä ]— OR WRIETQI. 4ST” 


ſatisfying to myſelf, that we are ſe- 
parating but for a moment, to re- 
unite eternally in a ſtate where all is 
light and liberty, and love; and 

where 
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where our happineſs will never have 


an end:! 


Let this, my ſweet Catherine, be 


your conſolation alſo, and let it ex- 
cite your warmeſt endeavours to be- 
come poſſeſſor of ſo glorious 2 


prize. 


Take care of your amending 
health, leſt a relapſe be the conſe- 
quence of too ſevere a ſorrow for 
your. Jane, 


If my friends wiſh me to undergo 
the approaching doom, in a manner 
that will not diſgrace them, let them 
not diſcompoſe the ſteadineſs of my 

mind, 


— 
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mind, by violence of grief——for 
the pangs of parting will be the 
greateſt I ſhall feel. 


Farewell, my deareſt ſiſter, re- 


member in your prayers, and forgive 
the errors of your 


JANE, 


TO4 LADY JANE GREY. 
LETTER KXVI, 


LADY ANNE GREY 
T 0 


LADY LAURANA, 


F 


Y ALAS, my Laurana! — The 
awful ſcene is paſt! the curtain is 


drawn! the tragedy 1s concluded! 


and yet I hve! yet wear a miſer- 
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able exiſtence, that affords no hope 
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205 
of the horrid wreck of all that was 
deareſt to me on <arth For a 
fortnight paſt, the violence of my 
agitation has confined me to my 
bed in a fever; my life, for ſome 


days, was deſpaired of. 


Merciful Heaven! Why did not 
my heart burſt, when I ſaw that 
white neck meekly laid on the 
block, like a lamb under the mur- 


derous knife! But I ſaw no 


more; I was, in pity, deprived of 
my ſenſes at that heart-rending 


light, —If you will pardon me, SE © 
will tranſmit to you the relation of 
that ſorrowful ſcene, writ and au- 
thenticated by a gentleman; which 

Vol. II. H will, 
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* 


will, I am certain, draw tears of 
ſorrowful ſenſibility from your gentle 
ſoul, though a Catholic. 


The Duke of Norfolk, and my 
uncle, Lord Thomas Grey, have alſo 
ſuffered. — My father has not yet 
appeared; God grant he may be in 
ſafety. . 


Lady Catherine came to town, 


on receiving my laſt letter to her, 


in the hope of ſeeing her excellent 
ſiſter once more; but ſhe came. too 


late. — The poor, mother and ſiſter 


Are inconſolable; the latter ſtill ill. 
1 have not yet ſeen them: I can- 
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not ſee them: nor can I, at pre- 


ſent, write any more. — Farewell, 


ANNE GREY. 


Here follows the gentleman's account. 


« ON the day of Lady Jane's 
execution, her huſband deſired to 
ſee her, but ſhe refuſed her con- 
ſent, and informed him, that the 
tenderneſs of their parting would 
overcome the fortitude of both ; 
and too much unbend their minds 
from that conſtancy, which their 
approaching end required of them, 
Their ſeparation, ſhe faid, would 
be only for a moment; 1220 they 

H 2 8 ö would 
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would ſoon rejoin 'each other in a 
ſcene, where their affections would 
be for ever reunited; and where 
death, diſappointment, and misfor- 
tunes, could no longer have acceſs 
to them, to diſturb their eternal 
felicity. 


« Tt had been intended to exe- 
cute Lady Jane and Lord Guild- 
ford together, on the ſame ſcaffold, 
at Tower-Hill; but the council, 
dreading the compaſſion of the peo- 
ple, for their youth, beauty, inno- 
cence, and noble birth, changed 
their orders, and gave directions 
that ſhe ſhould be beheaded within 
the verge of the Tower. : 


« She 
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„ She ſaw her huſband led to 
execution; and having given him, 
from the window, ſume token of 
her remembrance, ſhe waited, with 
compoſure, till her own appointed 
hour ſhould bring her to the like 
fate. She even ſaw his headleſs 
body carried back, and found her- 
ſelf more confirmed by the reports 
ſhe heard of the conſtancy of his 
end, than ſhaken by ſo tender and 
melancholy a ſpectacle. 


Sir John Gage, the conſtable of 
the Tower, when he led her to exe- 
cution, deſired her to beſtow on 
him ſome ſmall preſent, which he 


might keep as a perpetual memo- 
H 3 rial 
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rial of her. She gave him her 
table-book, on which ſhe had juſt 
written three ſentences, on ſeeing 
her huſband's dead body; one in 
Greek, another in Latin, and a 
third in Engliſh. The purport of 
them was, that human juſtice was 
againſt his body, but that divine 
mercy would be favorable to his 
ſoul. That if her fault deſerved 
puniſhment, her youth, at leaſt; and 
her inexperience, were worthy of 
excuſe; and that God, and poſte- 
rity, ſhe truſted, would ſhew her 
| favor. 


« On the ſcaffold, ſhe made a 
| ſpeech to the by-ſtanders ; in which 
the 
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the mildneſs of her diſpoſition, led 
her to take the blame wholly on 
herſelf, without uttering one com- 
plaint on the ſeverity with which. 
ſhe had been treated. 


She ſaid, her offence was not 
her having laid her hand on the 
crown, but the not rejecting it 
with ſufficient conſtancy; that ſhe 
had leſs erred through ambition, 
than through reverence for her pa- 
rents, whom ſhe had been taught 
to reſpect and obey; that ſhe wil- 
lingly received death, as the only 
latisfaction ſhe could make to the 
injured ſtate; and though her in- 


fringement 


w 
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fringement of the laws had been 
conſtrained, ſhe would ſhew, by her 
voluntary ſubmiſſion to their ſen- 
tence, that ſhe was defirous to 
atone for that diſobedience into 
which too much filtal pity had be- 
trayed her; that ſhe had juſtly de- 
ſerved this puniſhment, for being 
made the inſtrument, though the 
unwilling inſtrument, of the ambi- 
tion of others; that the ſtory of 
her life, ſhe hoped, might at leaſt 
be uſeful; by proving, that inno- 


cence excuſes not great errors, if 
they tend any-wiſe to the deſtruc- 
tion of the common- wealth, 


« After 
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« After uttering theſe words, ſhe 
cauſed herſelf to be diſrobed by 
her womeh, and with a ſteady, and 
ſerene countenance, ſubmitted her- 


{lf to the executioner.“ 
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SET TER en. 


LADY ANNE GREY 


T O 


LADY LAURANA. 


oy 


Mr ſoul, almoſt annihilated within 


me, ſeems convinced that nothing in 
life can ever agaia excite either ani- 
mated hop:s or- fears, or engage 
thoſe paſſions which fan the flame 


of human life, and contribute to its 
exiſtence, 


Dead, 


E_..- 
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Dead, like the ſeaſon of the year, 
are my hopes! the ſummer, indeed, 
will return the ſtormy winds ſub- 
file - the trees renew their ver- 
dure, though defaced by the vintry 
froſt.— But when will my lovely 
Jane revive ? — When will thoſe 
fair frames, now mouldering in the 
cold grave, ſpring up a- new, and 
re- appear to gladden and de- 
ligüt me? — When ſhall I again 
behold them, hand in hand, with ani- 
mated and ſtriking countenances, en- 
ter my apartment, and ſummon me 
to ſome rural walk, or pleaſing amuſe- 
ment? while I contemplate their 
mutual affection with exquilite de- 

light, 
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light, and, ſharing the friendſhip of 
each partake of their felicity ! _ 


Alas, it is all over! — an horri- 
ble chaſm interyenes !——The dull 
gloom of unavailing ſorrow ſucceeds, 


and poſſeſs my whole ſoul!—No 


comfort can I afford the poor deſerted 


wife and mother dread to ſee 
them, and would willingly ſhut my- 
ſelk here in my apartment, never 
more to leave it. 


The light of the ſun is even 
hateful to me, though its radiance 
is enfeebled by the clouds of winter, 
and every thing the world call 
great and beautiful, is, in my opi- 
nion, 
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nion, infipid, fooliſh, or vain |: 
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Kings and Queens are either pa- 
geants of a day, almoſt equally vain 
with the gaudy inſe& which ſports in 
the ſummer fervent ray, and then 
vaniſhes into duſt; or tyrants that 
enſlave and deftroy their country. 


Even books and ſtudy, what are they 


without a friend and companion, with 


whom to ſhare their pleaſures ?—— 
Alas, juſt ſuch a one I once had! 
but ſhe is no more, ſhe is gone for 
ever !—ſhe lies low in the ground, 
and the duſt covers her ! : 
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CONTINUATION. + 


I have been conveyed to Lord | 
Herbert's, where the Ducheſs now is. 
I cannot deſcribe our interview, 
All our paſt aching feelings are re- 
newed, and Lady Catherine 1s too 
ill to ſupport the conflicts of her ten- 
der and gentle ſoul ; I fear ſhe will 
not long remain on earth. 


To heighten the picture of woe, 
the Queen is not yet ſatiated with 
blood. 


She has filled the Tower, and 
all the priſons, with Nobility and 
Gentry, whom their intereſt with 
the nation, rather than any appear- 

| ance 
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ance of ovile, had made the ayers 


of her ſuſpicions. 


Among the reſt, the Ducheſs of 


Suffolk and her daughter, and Lord 


Herbert, are ordered to prepare for 
a reſidence in the Tower, during 


her Majeſty's pleaſure. 


They are to be conveyed there 
to-morrow, which ſhort interval it 


was with difficulty they obrained, 


to prepare for a manſion, . whence 


they may never again depart, but 


to be conveyed to a much ſmaller 


one in the grave! 


"" 
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You may imagine their volt 


and grief, to be ſent to the very 
place, which has ſo recently been 


the ſcene of execution to friends ſo 


dear to them! 


My forrow, 1 believe, equalled 
theirs; it was ſuch as left me little 
ability of conſoling them. 


I promiſed to ſee them frequently, 
if permitted — painful as it would be 
to enter again that place of blood; 
and I remained with them as long 
as I poſſibly could —ſince to con- 
verſe, even in all the agony of grief, 


with a ſharer in that grief, is a re- 


lief to the wounded heart, and we 
ſeparated 


; 
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ſeparated more reſigned than we 


met. 


Religious conſolations, forgot in 
the firſt violence of our terror, came 
to the aid of each, in endeavouring 
to impart them to the others, and 
began to ſoften a little the deep im- 
impreſſion, which the late ſhock- 


ing events had created on our 
hearts, 


They have ſince, by ſlow degrees, 
had more and more alcendency over. 
my mind, ſo much ſo, that I have 
been enabled to viſit my unhappy. 
friends in the Tower ſeveral times. 


Vor. II. 1 When, 


1 
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When, however, I firſt | entered 
within thoſe walls, my heart ſunk 
within me; I could ſcarcely keep 
myſelf from fainting, and with diff 
culty my attendants ſupported me to 
the priſon of the unhappy mother 
and her children, which was that of 
the once martyred, but now bleſſed 


Jane. 


Ah, cruel Mary, faid I, as J en- 
tered, is not thy cup of vengeance 
full! Wilt thou never forget thy 
malice to the family of Suffolk! — 
that thou thus placeſt them in the 
very ſcene where the excellent daugh- 
ter fuffered! even in the very priſon 

in which ſhe was immured ! — 


Muſt 
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Muſt not their regrets be perpetual, 
unalleviated by any change of ſcene 
or ſociety ?=O when will thy doom 
fall on me alſo? It would be ſome 
conſolation to remain here with my 


amiable friends, it is a place which 
ſuits my gloomy ſoul. 


Yet, my Laurana, painful as it was 
to viſit in ſuch a ſituation thoſe dear 
friends, which forced from my foul 
thoſe bitter complaints our fre- 
quent conyerſations with each other 
have afforded us conſolation and 
fortitude. 


Our ſubje& the virtues of our 
deceaſed friends, point our views 
122 to 
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to that world of happineſs to which 


they are aſcended, 


I now long for a ſtate more feli- 


citous——where no tyrants reign 


| and where again I ſhall behold my 


Edward's image preſents itſelf to 
my fancy, and increaſes my deſire . 
of entering that paſſage, which will 
conduct me to realms of everlaſting. | 
light and bliſs! Bliſs for ever 
| fled from me on earth, and which, 
poſſeſſed by the moſt happy mortals 
on its ſurface, when compared with 
the joys of the bleſſed, is only like 
a tranſient meteor, flaſhing over the 
light 
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light for a moment, and the ſteady, 
cheerful, and invigorating light of 
the noon-day ſun. "TIE 


The virtues of my Jane, and that 
excellent Prince, are now rewarded_ 


with eternal crowns, and never 
fading honors ! 


How happy was I in their ſociety 
in my childiſh days, before thought- 
leſs delight was deſtroyed ' by the 
keen edge of diſappointment! Ir is 
the experience of paſt ſorrows, that 
plants ſtings in every comfort we 


poſſeſs, and anticipates to our minds 
uncertain ills. 


— 


13 But 
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But in that future land of pleaſure, 
delight is ever ſpringing a-new in 
the heart; and virtuous friendſhip 
began on earth, will be a ſource of 


endleſs and increaſing joy. 


The fountain of life and happi- 
neſs will admit us into his blifsful 
preſence, — and in his preſence is 
fulneſs of joy; and at his right hand 
are pleaſures for ever more! 


Blefſed fate! let my God call me 
home whenever he pleaſes — or, 
which is to me far more difficult 
to ſay, let him keep me here as 
long as he pleaſes, Life at the 
longeſt is ſhort, a 


Let 
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Let me pray that reſignation may 
ſmooth my way, and let my en- 
deavours to acquire this moſt ardu- 

ous taſk, employ the remainder of my 


days. 
Amen; 7 =: N 
My dear Laurana, 


ANNE ORET. 


LETTER | 


LADY JANE GREY, 


LETTER XXVII. 


LADY LAURANA 


2 0: 
LADY "ANNE. 


How feelingly, my dear Lady 
Anne, have you related the paſt 
horrid and affecting event !——In 
what animated forms deſcribed your 
anguiſh !——And with what ſympa- 
thy has my heart borne its teſti- 
mony of ſorrow to every tale of 
. | Woe, 
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woe, as you proceeded! — The 


circumſtances alone are ſuch, in- 


deed, as muſt excite pity and ad- 


miration in every breaſt not wholly 


callous, 


Excellent, 


Bleſſed martyrs ! 
noble Jane! — I almoſt envy thy 


fate! 


too! United again to thy fair 
partner: never more to feel the 


pangs of ſeparation, and the ſor- 


rows of abſence. United to her in 


a ſtate, beyond expreſſion bleſſed. 


I am become a convert to- thy 
retormed principles, and abhor per- 
ſecution, 


Happy Lord Guildford 


« 
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ſecution, with the other errors of 
popery, with ſincere conviction, 


I have a ſenſible acquaintance 
here, my dear friend, who is a 
Proteſtant; and who has fatisfied 
fome of my doubts, in a relation 
of my mother's, to whom ſiſter 
Clara has introduced me, and who 
has invited me frequently to her 


houſe. There I ſometimes meet 


Proteſtant divines, whoſe arguments. 


have aſſiſted my converſion. 
But what, beyond all this, worked 
the change, was an Engliſh Bible 
which was lent me; which lan- | 
guage, though not my parents, is 
1. mine, 
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mine, as I was born in England, 
and underſtand it equally: with Ita- 


lian. Almoſt every chapter in it, 


ſtrikes conviction into my under- 


ſtanding, and the light of truth into 


my heart, 


My zeal is now ſo great in fa- 
vor of my newly acquired faith, 
that, I think, I ſhould rejoice to be 
a martyr in its cauſe. Yet, let me 
not be too ſecure; zeal, frequently 
indiſcrete zeal, is the concomitant 
of new opinions: may mine be mo- 
derated by charity, by toleration, 
by every gentle and humane con- 
ſideration, which becomes frail and 
erring creatures to their fellow- 


| beings, 
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beings, be they of what religion 
they may. | . 


God, who is the author of be. . 
ing, and the former of the human 
heart, has implanted in every one 
thoſe ſentiments, from climate, con- 
ſtitution, and education, which will 
beſt anſwer the purpoſe of his pro- 
vidential diſpenſations. Bleſt, thrice 
bleſt are thoſe, who enjoy the be- 
nefit of the Chriſtian revelation! are 
enabled to diſtinguiſh the light, of 
truth! and enjoy the privileges of 
ſuch a Goſpel ! 
happy only as their practice con- 


But thoſe are 


forms with their principles, and who 


meekly, and with ſimplicity, receive 
| the 
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the precepts of the Goſpel, and 


obey them. 


I am rejoiced, my dear Lady 
Anne, that you have a little re- 
covered your mind from the firſt 


ſhock of your recent misfortunes. 


Lady Jane's fortitude, and your 
r:fignation, are both the happy hay 
fects of your divine principles. — 


Ah! that I could attain this per- 


fection But I muſt acknowledge. 
that it is with great difficulty,” I 
can ſupport my too Keen apprehen- 
ſons, concerning the fate of the 
amiable Earl of Devonſhire. Wa 
tremble to open your letters, leſt 


they 
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they ſhould contain ſome dreadful 
account of his fate, 20 


That impetuous temper, which is 
natural to mie, will not always be 
controuled ; and I am quite aſhamed 
to own, that I am almoſt diſtracted 


by my. fears on this account. 


I think, I fee him condemned by 
the crue] Mary to horrid tortures ! 
1 Heel his agonies! and am almoſt 
_ reſolved to deſtroy myſelf by poi- 
ſon, rather than ſuffer ſuch acute 


miſery! but, on a ſudden, a divine 


ray from Heaven illuminates my 
benighted | ſoul! I am feelingly 
awake io my guilt and danger; 

ſupplicate 
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ſupplicate the mercy of the Diety ; 
and again experience that com- 
poſure, that hope, that reſignation, 
which ſincere contrition, is fitted 


Pity thy poor friend, my dear 
Lady Anne, and teach me to ſup-' 
port, with ſteadineſs, whatever miſ- 
fortunes are decreed by Heaven to 
your 


Dru ²˙ A IRR. 


LAURANA. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 


CADDY ANNE UREYT 


T 0 


LADY LAURANA, 


1 WAS fitting one evening in my 


ſolitary apartment, in that kind of 
compoſed melancholy, which is che-. 
riſhed by thoſe who have expe- 
rienced deep afflictions, and which, 
ſo far from corroding the heart, 
ſoftens it to benevolence and com- 
| paſſion, 
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paſſion, when a ſwans came to 
ſay, that a gentleman wanted to 
impart ſomething of importance to 
me, and requeſted he might ſpeak 
to me alone; I was ſurprized at 
the meſſage, and heſitated, at firſt, 
if I had beſt comply with his re- 
queſt or not; however, 1 ſoon ad- 
mitted him, and how ſtill more 
ſurprized and delighted was I, to 
receive a letter from my father, 
who writ me, that he had found a 
ſafe retreat, at the time that my 
uncle Suffolk's party was obliged to 
diſperſe and hide themſelves, and 
that he remained in it till the 
ſcarch of the Queen's troops was 
over; that then, by the diſguiſe of 

Ver. II. K à com- 
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a common ſailor, he obraited æ paſ- 
ſage to France, where he then was, 
and meant to remain, till ſome 
happy revolution 2 his coun- 
try more ſafe to him. 


My father added, that he wanted 
the conſolations of his beloved 
daughter's company, and .was in 
daily apprehenſions for her ſafety, 
while ſhe remained in England; he 
therefore entreated me to commit 
myſelf to the care of the gentleman, 
who was the bearer of his letter, 
and who would convey me ſafely 
to him, having a proper diſguiſe, 
to prevent my being diſcovered. 


Rejoiced 
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Rejoiced as I was, to recover a 
father whom I had almoſt given up 
for loſt, - my thaughts, from this 
pleaſing circumſtance, reverted to 
my unfortunate friends in the Tow- 
er, whom I felt great regret to quit. 


I, however, told the gentleman, 
I was greatly rejoiced to hear of | 
my father's ſafety, and would pre- 
pare myſelf to attend him in two 
days. He reſpectfully urged me to 
ſet qut immediately, leſt it figuld, 
by any means, reach the Queen's 


ears, that my father had ſent for 
me. | => 


K 2 1 tell 
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I told him, he need be under no 
apprehenſion, but that, if poſſible, 

J would go ſooner: as the Queen 
had confiſcated all the houſes and 

eſtates of my father, I had been in 
a friend's houſe ever ſince the late 
troubles; I had therefore very little 
to take with me, beſides ſome va- 
luable jewels of my mother's, and 
my OW n. | 


=. * 


As ſoon as my father's meſſenger 
-was gone, I was preparing myſelf 
to viſit my friends in the Tower, 
and to take a final leave of them, 
which was a taſk almoſt too much 
for my reſolution, when, who ſhould 

I fee 


* 
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ſee enter my apartment, but the 
Earl of Devonſhire. | 


On hearing his voice, I ſtarted 
from my reveries; yet, like one 
juſt awakened from a' troubleſome 
dream, could not believe my ſenſes, 


nor that what. I ſaw was real. 


He at laſt convinced me it was. 
himſelf, and told me, thar the 
Queen's marriage, which I imagine 
you rauſt have heard of, had occa- 
ſioned his enlargement, from mo- 
tives which he could not account 
for, unleſs it was the wiſh of popus 
larity ; Don Philip had ſet him at 
liberty. | 

K 3 We 
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We ſpent two or three hours to- 
gether, in the painfully-pleaſing em- 
ployment, of converſing on the late 


melancholy fate of our friends; mix- 


ing joy with our tears, that they 
were now at liberty from Mary's 
tyranny, their parent's ambition; and 
all the ills that beſet this mortal 
life, 1 


He, almoſt at his entrance, aſked 
impatiently if I had heard from 
you, whom he has ſo long been 
utterly excluded from by his con- 
finement, as well as from writing 
to you. | 


You 


A 
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Top will not, I am ſure, be an- 


gry, if I own I read ſome parts of 


your letters to him: he was de- 


lighted with them, lamented bis 


hard fate, in being ſo long ſeparat - 
ed from you, and ſaid, he was at 
length permitted to go abroad, as 
he had obtained the Queen's. con» 
ſent; that he would immediately go 


to Florence, as he was impatient to 


ſee you, and would make you the 
offer of his hand; and, if you would 
conſent to marry him, he would 


reſide abroad, till it was more ſafe. 


for him to reſide in his own country. 


I intreated him to give me ſome 
account of the reaſons, that Jed 
. Mary 
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Mary to ſuſpect him of a paſſion 


for Elizabeth, and of their mutually ; 


conſpiring againſt her. He ſaid, he 


would relate the few incidents which 


had happened -to him, fince he 
parted from his dear Lady Eau- 
rana, and the unfortunate Lady Jane, 
at the Tower, which I will give you, 


as nearly as I can, in his own words. 


c When I firſt came out into the 


world, and was introduced, by the 


Queen, to the young nobility at 
court, I felt ſo conſcious of my 
want of thoſe accompliſhments ſuited 


to my rank, and which, the many 


years I had been immured in pri- 


ſon, had prevented my acquiring, 
| that 
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that I' was reſolved to devote as 
much of my time as I could to 
attain them; in the mean time, the 
Queen's partiality for me, would not 
ſuffer me to enjoy ſo much retirement 
25 I wiſhed for, for that purpoſe, and 
which alſo my long habits of ſoli- 
tary life had rendered almoſt ne- 
ceſſary to me; as well as my love 
ſor Lady Laurana, and my earneſt 
deſire to form myſelf, by my addreſs 


and manners, more worthy of her. 


Ide reception I met with at 
Court, however, was too inſinuating 
for a young man, who had been ſe- 
cluded ſo long from ſociety. 


EF « Not 
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c Not to have many charms, and the 
only thing that rendered it irkſome to 
me, was my abſence from Laurana, | 
and the Queen's paſſion, which 1 
both dreaded arid deteſted, and which 
ſhe had very early, after our firſt 
acquaintance, got me informed of. 


Her jealouſy of the Lady Fli- 
zabeth, alſo, who is an amiable: 
Princeſs, had given me frequent 
cauſe of uneaſineſs; for her conver- 
ſation, both engaging and inſtruc- 
tive to a man like me, who has had 
fo few opportunities of converſing | 
with ſenſible and well-bred women, 
had induced me to attach myſelf 


a good 
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a good deal to her, particularly as 
ſhe ſhewed me great attention. 


ee The Queen you know hates the 
Princeſs, and could not ſupport the 
idea that I ſhould flight her paffion, 
and devote my time to her fiſter. 


In vain I aſſured her, on my 
honour, that I had never made 
the lighteſt effort to gain the Prin- 


cels's affection. 


« She could not believe that I would 


refuſe her hand and crown, without 


the proſpect of an equivalent at ſome 


tuture period, 


I en- 
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« I intreated her Majeſty to. per- 
mit me to go abroad; expreſſed my 
earneſt deſire to ſee foreign courts, 
and to get a knowledge of the 
cuſtoms and manners of other na- 
tions, but ſhe would by no means 


s 


conſent to it. 


« As I. generally informed Eliza» 
beth of the Queen's threats con- 
cerning her, ſhe thought it beſt to 
retire from court into the country, 
as ſhe met with every inſtance of 
diſrepect, that the Queen could fhew 
her in public. 


* And not long after Wiat's inſur- 


rection (which has been ſo fatal to 
| the 
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the Duke of Suffolk's family) com- 
menced, Elizabeth and myſelf were 
accuſed of being concerned in it, 
and both committed to different 
priſons. | 


« But as Wiat, on his execution, 
intirely acquitted us of having the 
leaſt concern in it, the Lady Eliza- 
beth was tried by the Council, and 
vindicated her innocence ſo well, that 
the Queen was obliged to releaſe 
her from confinement, as well as 
myſelf; at that time, more from 
the fear of the people than inclina- 
tion. Re 


c For 
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e For ſhe ſoon found another pre- 
tence of confining her again, which 
was by propohmg an alliance for her 

with the Duke of Savoy; which, 
however, that Princeſs, in a ſubmiſ- 
five manner, begged leave to decline, 
ſaying, ſhe wiſhed to remain ſingle, 
But this was conſtrued into à con- 


firmation of an engagement with me; 


and, in the reſiſtance ſhe made to 
her Majeſty's pleaſure, ſhe found as 
- ſhe thought, a ſuffcient plea to con- 
fine her to Woodſtock, and to ſend 
me to Fotheringay Caſtle. 


Here we remained till the Queen's 
marriage with Don Philip, and his 
affection for popularity induced him 


0 


WW 
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to releaſe thoſe of the Nobility which 
Mary had confined on ſuſpicion, 
amongſt the reſt myſelf, and alſo 
to undertake the defence of the Prin- 
ceſs Elizabeth from the malice of her 


ſiſter. 


He, therefore, ſat her at liberty, 
much to the diſguſt of the Queen, 
who, I believe, already perceives 
that Philip is more influenced by 
ambitious views than love to her. 


« The Princeſs has not, however, 
fince been at Court, but I received 
a meſſage from her, ſoon after our 
enlargement, requeſting to ſpeak with 
me, | | 
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„ immediately viſited her, and we 
met with expreſſions of that friend- 


ſhip, which a ſimilarity of ſentiments 
and diſpoſitions had united us in. 


f 1 


e She told me, ſhe had continually 
regretted that the Queen's unjuſt 
ſuſpicions of me, on her account, 
ſhould have been ſo injurious to me; 


and that ſhe would willingly under- 


take any thing that might contribute 


to my happineſs, and ſhould rejoice 
to make any compenſation for my 


paſt ſufferings on her account, She 


ſaid, there was ſomething in my 


manner at times, which convinced 
her that ſome Lady had poſſeſſion of 


my affections, though I dare not own 
75 0 * 
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it, on account of the Queen's par- 
tiality for me; but now her Ma- 
jeſiy was married, ſhe thought ſhe 
had influence enough with Philip to 
engage him to promote the alliance; 
ſhe, therefore beſought me to con- 
ſider her as my ſincere friend, and 
to unfold to her my inclinations with- 


out reſerve, 


« was ſtruck with her goodneſs, 
but yet was at a loſs what to do. 
Elizabeth, though poſſeſſed of emi- 
nent virtues, 1s vain, and fond of ad- 
miration. | 


„ had, on many occaſions, ob- 
{crved, that ſhe did not like that any 
Vo, II. L Lady 
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Lady ſhould have the preference tg 
herſelf, not only in mine, but in 
the opinion of thoſe Lords about 
her, whom ſhe favored with any 


marks of attention. 


- 


« T thought too, that there was 
ſomething in her manner confuſed, 
and as if ſhe meant, by an appear- 
ance of generoſity, to draw me into 
a declaration of particular attach- 
ment to herſelf; and if ſo, inſtead 
of extricating myſelf from the diffi- 
culties that lay in my way to the 
poſſeſſion of Laurana, by my con- 
fidence in the Princeſs, I ſhould 


only, perhaps, be involving myſcit 


in greater. 


N What 


LADY JANE GREY. 155 
« What could I do? I had not 
ſeen enough of courts, and the de- 
ceits of them, to ſubmit to the 
meanneſt of a lie. I was filent and 
confuſed ; it* was ſome time, before 
I could recolle& myſelf ſufficiently 
to thank her, for the intereſt ſhe 
took in my happineſs; to beg ſhe 
would not urge me on A ſubject 
which I muſt ever be Glent on, and 


to aſſure her, that the ſenſe of her. 


goodneſs would never be crazed 
from my heart; and that, wherever 
my . fate. drove me, the Princeſs 
Elizabeth would ever poſſeſs the 


moſt ſincere friendſhip of Devon- 
ſhire, 
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The Princeſs bluſhed, and I per- 
ceived that this ſpeech flattered her 


vanityz ſhe evidently imputed my 


confuſion and reſerve, to a paſſion 
for herſelf, which my reſpect for 
her, and the ſituation we were in, 


forbade my revealing. 


« I was rejoiced, therefore, that 1 
had not revealed my ſecret; and 


ſhe did not urge me any more on 


the ſubject, but deſired me to in- 
form her if, in any thing, ſhe 


could be ſerviceable to me with 
Don Philip. 


« I told her, I thought myſelf very 
anſecure in England, in my preſent 
z ſituation, 
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ſituation, and had alſo a wiſh to 
improve myſelf by travel, and, if 
ſhe would have the goodneſs to 
defire Don Philip to intercede with 
the Queen for that purpoſe, I ſhould 
eſteem myſelf infinitely obliged to 
her, though I ſhould till regret the 
loſs of her converſation, which had, 
afforded me ſo many agreeable 
hours. 


The Princeſs took my compli- 
ment graciouſly, and promiſed to 
endeavour to obtain my deſire, 
which ſhe ſoon after effected. | 


« I went to court, to thank the 
Queen for this permiſſion, but ſhe 
| L'3 would 
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would not ſee me, which I was no 
- otherwiſe concerned at, than as it 
may affect the Princeſs“ ſafety, I 
have ſeen Lady Elizabeth ſeveral 
times fince, who has always ſhewn 
me great attention, and friendly ſo- 


licitude for my welfare. 


-; 6 on ready now to ſet out, 
and will, with pleaſure, convey 
whatever letters, or meſſage, you 
may have to your friend, my charm- 
ing Laurana: the impatience which 
I ſuffer to behold her again cannot 
be equalled,” 1 


informed the Earl, when he had 


ended his account, that my father 


Was 


LADY JANE GREY. 159 


was in ſafety, in France, and de- 
ſired me to join him there; that 
he had ſent a meſſenger to convey 
me to him, and that I ſhould ſet 


out in two days. 


He ſeemed quite rejoiced at the 


event; he ſaid he would prepare 


himſelf to accompany me, and that 


when he had obtained his Laurana's 
hand, he would endeavour to pre- 
vail on her, to make mine the 


place of their reſidence. 


Then, added he, I may hope for 


an amiable female companion for 
my wife, which will contribute to 
her 
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her happineſs, and with till ſo many 
worthy friends about us, may I not 
flatter myſelf that, in ſpite of the 
paſt cruelty of my fate, I ſhall be 
one of the happieſt of mertals.? 


I objeted to his accompanying 
me as highly improper, . ſince it 
| would lay open my father's ſitua- 
| tion, and our affairs to the inſpec- 
| tion of the Queen, in all probabi- 
3 lity; that he would go abroad in a 
manner ſuitable to his rank, but 
that I had a diſguiſe provided for 
me, and ſhould go in the moſt pri- 
vate manner that was poſſible. 


He 
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He ſaid, he could not prevail on 
himſelf to permit me to go, at- 
tended only by a ſtranger ; that 
therefore, if I would pardon him, 
he would recommend to- me to go 
in diſguiſe, and attended by this 
gentleman, in his train, or, as paſ- 
ſengers in the ſame veſſel; that as 
ſoon as they were landed on the 
French ſhore, he would privately 
attend me, and commit me in ſafety 
to my father's arms. | 


I thanked him very ſincerely, and 
faid, I had no objection to his pro- 
poſal, but the apprehenſion, leaſt he 
ſhould render himſelf liable to the 
Queen's diſpleaſure, ſhould we be 

diſcovered ; 
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diſcovered ; or that, my father's aſy- 
lum being found out, the conſe- 
quences might be fatal to him; and 
thoſe fears, I owned, were ſo great, 
that I ſhould not enjoy a [moment's 
peace during my voyage, I there- 
fore declined his offer, and deter- 
mined in the diſguiſe prepared for 
me, and under the protection of the 
gentleman my father had ſent, to 
commit myſelf to Providence, and 


take my voyage. 


I went and took a ſorrowful leave 
of my friends in the Tower, who ex- 
preſſed a great and generous plea- 
ſure in my father's ſafety, notwith- 
ſtanding their own ſad fate, and 

prayed 
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prayed that I might ſafely join my 
father. 


They alſo found pleaſure in the 
Earl's releaſe, and proſpect of hap- 
pineſs, and diſcovered thoſe great 
and worthy minds, which, though 
under the chaſtening hand of Hea- 
ven themſelves, can rejoice without 
envy at the felicity of their friends 


and fellow creatures. 


Long we lingered before we could 
think of parting, and nothing but 
the approach of night could tear 
me from them; and, even then, I 
thought, was J to confult my own 


inclination, I had rather, at the time, 


have 
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have remained with them to conſole 
apd entertain them, than forſake 
them in ſo bitter a fate, But my 
father's will, and his want of an 
affectionate daughter, to render his 
exile more tolerable, enabled me to 
make a violent effort of reſolution, 
and quit the place. 8 


But adieu — perhaps for ever! 
I could not ſay! 


No ſleep ſcarcely had I that night, 
but wept almoſt inceſſantly. 


My father's meſſenger appeared in 
the morning, and brought with him 
my diſguiſe——]I told him I ſhould 
be 
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be ready to attend him in the even- 
ing, and deſired him to prepare 
every thing for me, and return 
early. 


] had taken leave of my friend, 
in whoſe houſe I was, and was pre- 
paring to depart, when J was ſur- 
prized by the appearance of the Earl, 
completely diſguiſed as well as my- 
ſelf; who ſaid he could not ſuffer 
me to ſer out without his protection; 
that, therefore, he had given orders 
that his ſuit ſhould go in the veſſel 
they were defigned for, and told 
them and the captain, that he was 
obliged himſelf to ſail in another ſhip. 


Though 
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Though much alarmed for his 
ſafety, he would hear none of my 
objections, and we went on board 
of the veſſel provided for me. 


As ſoon as we had ſat down in 
the cabin, the Earl entered into an 
agreeable converſation, which a little 
diſſipated my melancholy thoughts at 
quitting England, perhaps for ever, 
that recent ſcene of ſo much blood- 
ſhed, and ſo many horrors; bur it 
was the recollection of my unhappy 
friends, that rendered my. heart 
heavy; nor could I baniſh them 
from my idea, for in ſpite of his 
endeavours to awaken more plea- 


ſing 
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ſing and cheerful remembrances, our 


converſation adverted to them. 


Yet, he ſtill encouraged me to 
hope, that they would ſoon be re- 
leaſed; that it would be of no con- 
ſequence to the Queen to keep them 
confined, ſince their party was quelled 
entirely. He intreated me, there- 
fore, to endeavour to baniſh ſorrow 
from my heart, and to ſympathize 
with him in his extreme joy, at the 
thoughts of ſeeing. again his charms 


ing Lady Laurana. 


I told him, I would endeavour to 
do it, in the hopes he had given 
me, that my captive friends would 


ſoon 
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ſoon be at liberty. I began to look 
forward alſo, as the ſhores of France 
approached, to the pleaſure of ſeeing 
again a father, for whom I had the 
ſincereſt duty and affeQion, pre- 
ferved from the wreck of fate, , I 
felt the moſt affecting gratitude to 
Heaven, for this conſolation in my 
heavy afffictions; and for that good- 
nefs, which had not ſuffered me to 
fink under them, but preſerved me 
ro aſſiſt in ſupporting and comfort- 
ing my exiled father, 


Thus, I am perſuaded, will all 
' thoſe, who liften to the divine leſ- 
ſons of reſignation in their ſorrows, 


have reaſon for gratitude in the 
| midſt 
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midſt of the ſevereſt fate; even 
though they cannot penetrate the 
veil of Providence, nor underſtand 


why they are thus ſeverely dealt 
with. 


1 had began this letter before: I 
received your's, which both de- 
lizhted and ſhocked me. I was 
charmed to think that you had ab- 
jured the errors of popery; admired 
your ſentiments on zeal and charity; 
but how was I ſhocked at the ac- 
count of your impatience at the 
confinement of the Earl! — May 
Heaven preſerve the reaſon of my 
friend, exclaimed I, with fervour! 
=O may ſhe be preſerved from 

Vor, II. M deſtroying 
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deſtroying herſelf from 5 : 
preſenting a guilty ſoul, ſtained with 


ſuicide, before a pure and righteous 
God!l——-O! lay not on her more 
than her frail nature can ſupport! 


1 congratulate you, my fair friend, 
on the happineſs that awaits you. 


— Write to me at B—, where 


my father 1s, — I ſend this from 
the firſt inn we put up at in 
France. We remain here to-night, 
and in the morning, proceed on 


our journey to B—. 


The Earl is reſolved to accom- 


pany me; my father will rejoice to 


ſee him: his own ſhip and ſuite are 


not 
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not yet arrived; he has only one 
ſervant with him, in whom he can 
confide. 


My father intends to 
meet me half way. With what de- 
light ſhall 1 ſee him again, aſter ſo 


long an ablence ? 


* 


Farewell, my charming Laurana; 
you have with this a letter from the 
Earl. 


' ANNE GREY: 


M 2 LETTER 
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LADY ANNE, 


(Ix CONTINUATION, ) 


1 FOUND my father at the place 


he appointed to meet me, in perfect 


health. He received me with every 


teſtimony of extreme joy yet a mo- 
ment after, it was ſuddenly checked | 
by the bitter recollection of all we 
and 
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and our friends had ſuffered ſince our 
ſeparation, We offered the tribute 


of a few tears to the memory of the 
marty red pair. 
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When my father, reſuming his 
compoſure, expreſſed again his joy 
at ſeeing me, and declared, that in 
reſpect to his own ſhare in the late 
calamities, he had already forgot all 


his paſt ſorrows in his preſent happi- 
neſs, 8 


. Judge, my dear Laurana, what 
pleaſure I received from this informa- 
tion, and if I was not again recon- 

M 3 clied 
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ciled to life — fince J was become 
of ſo much conſequence to the feli- 
city of the beſt of parents. 


The Earl partook of my joy, as 
my father did in his approaching 
happineſs, and we retired to our 
apartments with thoſe pleaſing im- 
preſſions on our hearts, which uſually 
procure ſweet and ſound repoſe. 


We cannot prevail with the Earl 
to remain more than one day with 
us—to-morrow he ſets out, and wit 
him this letter, which, therefore, 
have not time to lengthen. 


. May 
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May no ill accident impede his 
ſpeedy arrival at Florence, and may 


all happineſs attend him and my fair 
friend, prays her 


ANNE GREY. 


LETTER 
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SETTER XXL. 
LADY LAURANA 
2-0 
LADY ANNE GREY. 


N ITH greater joy than I can 
expreſs, I beheld again my amiable 


Devonſhire, improved in perſon and 


manners, and bleſt with a heart 
noble, generous, and ſincere; ſuch 


a heart as Queens have been proud to 
have called their own. 


I 


* 
* 


About 
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About a month after his arrival 
we were married ; but how unworthy 


do I eſteem wo of ſuch a. trea- 


ſure ? 

I have informed him of the change 
you was the firſt means of cauſing 
in my religious ſentiments. His opi- 


nion very nearly coincide with mine, 


and our happineſs. is more complete 
on this account; indeed it is impoſſi- 
ble for any woman to poſfeſs a more 
tender and affectionate hufband, and I 
only wiſh for the preſence of my 
dear Lady Anne to crown my feli- 
city, and to ſee her united to a man 
equally amiable with the Earl of 


Devonſhire, I 
Flatter 
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Flatter me with the hopes of your 
company before the year is at an 
end, and be aſſured that my own 
happineſs has not rendered me ſelfiſh, 
but chat! have a heart, as open to 
all the feelings of friendly ſympathy 


as ever. 


I was charmed at the accongt the 
Earl gave me of your interview. with 
your father; how happy am I that 
you are ſafe under his protection, 
and out of the reach of the re- 
ſentful Mary. But ſhall 1 own, that 
1 ſometimes have apprehenſions in- 
vade my mind, leſt her malice 
ſhould ſnatch my huſband from me. 


»_ 


No 
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No one knows. the ſecret of our 
marriage, but the relation of my 
mother's, whom I mentioned, and 
at whoſe houſe I live, whoſe diſpo- 
ſition is too amiable to doubt her 
fidelity; ſiſter Clara, whom I parted 
from with regret, and our two con- 
fidential ſervants. 


The Earl has a houſe of his own, 
where his ſervants are, but you 
may imagine, the greateſt part of 
his time he paſſes with me; thus 
has he guarded againſt a diſcovery: . 
but the uncertainty of all . earthly 
happineſs, cannot but check our 
tranſports, and ought not allow of 


too great an elation of mind, which 
is 
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is inconſiſtent with our ſtate of trial, 


and would attach us too much to 


the world, and draw us. off from 
our purſuit of a better. 


The Earl joins with me in every 
good with to your father and your- 
ſelf. Adieu. 


7757 LAURANA. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXI. 
LAD y A N N E 


TO 


LADY LAURANA., 


WII the fincereſt joy, I con- 
gratulate my friends on their mar- 
riage May every bleſſing attend 
you both! and may Providence con- 


tinue your bliſs for many, many 
years! © | 


Let 
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Let not your fears of the future, 
render you ungrateful for preſent 
joys, my fair friend. Providence, if 
it pleaſes, can cauſe ſuch a change, 
even in Mary's heart, as may be 
productive of the reſtoration of your 
| huſband to his native country, with 


ſafety and peace. 


At all events, though the viciſi- 
tude of mortal things ought to pre- 
vent a too great ſecurity in our 
minds, yet, the certainty of an 
over-ruling power of Infinite Wiſ- 
dom and Goodneſs, leaves us room 
to hope, that our happineſs will be 
finally promoted, and ought to in- 

ES. ſpire 
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ſpire us with chearfulneſs, hope, 
and gratitude. 


1 have had the pleaſure of a letter 
from the Ducheſs of Suffolk. She 
informs me, that Lady Catherine's 
declining health, has induced the 


Queen, at her earneſt petition, to 


conſent to their enlargement, that 
ber daughter may have the benefit 


of free air and exerciſe; on the 


condition thgt they live retired in 


the country, She expreſſes great 


ſorrow at her daughter's ill health, 


mixed with reſignation, ſhould ſhe 


loſe her, and hopes of ſoon follow- 
ing her. | 


I feel 
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I feel my heart relieved from a 
heavy burden, at the information of 
their freedom; and yet a tender 
grief hangs over it, on account of 
the declining health of my young 
friend ; Whoſe gentle ſpirits have, 
doubtleſs, been unable to ſtem the 
torrent of affliction that came raging 
around her on every ſide. Silent 
and uncomplaining, it ſhook her fair 
fabric, and will, I fear, finally diſ- 


ſolve it. 


How mournful a ſight for the 
affectionate mother! whom, I think, 
I love as I ſhould a mother, had 1 
ever known one: has ſhe not been 
to 
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to me a mother? I have, undoubt- 
edly, ſeen her in error, from her 
ambitious views for her daughter; 
but in every other reſpect, ſhe is 
truly amiable; and is there a mor- 
tal free from error? at ſome time 
or other of their lives, or in ſome 
peculiar circumſtances; all diſcover 
it; and whoever ſeeks to eſtabliſh 
himſelf as a perfect character in the 
eye of the world, not only falls in- 
finitely ſhort of perfection, but de- 
generates into guilt; for he is 


tainted with arrogance and deceit, 


I find that Lady Dudley is to re- 
ſide with the Ducheſs; ſhe has been 


„ with 
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with a friend, as I have, ſince the 
late confiſcation of her huſband's. 
eſtates: ſhe is a very worthy wo- 
man, and they will be a conſola- 
tion to each other, 


My father bids me to requeſt 
that you will come and viſit us 
very ſoon, which he thinks much 
more ſafe, both for your huſband 
and himſelf, than our viſit to you 
would be; and, as the Earl has no 
connections to confine him vhere 
he is, or to any one place, let us 
meet here very ſoon.— ! truſt you 
will not refuſe my requeſt, 


My 
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My father makes his to your huſ- 
band with his own pen. 


Adieu, 
Ever your, 


* 


ANNE GREx. 


N 2 LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIT. 


LADY LAURANA. 
T0 


LADY ANNE 
noi 


WITH pleaſure, my dear Lady 
Anne, we comply with your father's 
and your requeſt, and are prepar- 
ing to viſit you very ſoon 3 me 
Earl only waits for letters from 


England: he means to take no 
Engliſh ſervant with him, beſides 
the 
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the one whom he confides in; and 
I ſhall only have my woman, who 
is acquainted with our marriage. 


We propoſe taking a houſe near 
your's, and remaining as long as 
circumſtances of conveniency will 
admit. We mean to conceal our 
real names and quality, and to hire 
ſervants from the place you are at. 
This, I think, muſt elude Mary's 
vigilance; for, I aſſure you, we are 
liable to diſcovery here, from Ma- 
ry's religion, and acquaintance with 
prieſts and cardinals: many of thoſe 
reſiding here, the Earl knows, and 
as he has lately, been rendered 
a conſpicuous character, from the 


Queen's 
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Queen's attention to him, theſe 
prieſts are too buſy a ſet of be- 
ings, and too deſirous to ingratiate 
themſelves with her, not to give her 
ſo important a piece of information, 
as his marriage without her know- 
ledge and conſent. On the whole, 
therefore, it will be beſt for us to 
quit Florence on every account; 
though I regret leaving ſiſter Clara, 
and the good Lady with whom I 


live, who conſiders. me as her child. 


We ſhall not wait for your re- 
ply, but ſet out as ſoon as poſſible. 
You cannot imagine the plea- 
ture I receive at the proſpe& of 


: ſeeing 
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ſeeing you again, after ſo long an 


abſence. 


I rejoice that the Ducheſs of Suf- 
folk is at liberty; God grant that 
Lady Catherine may be reſtored to 
her health. — 


Adieu, my dear friend, may our 


interview be a happy one. 


LAURAN As 
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